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Download.30.1 kB The river has the sources in
non-sandy areas. The abundance of organic
matter in the river bottom has a significant

impact on the biodegradation of the sewage; on
the contrary, the flow of the river causes a rapid
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removal of biodegradable matter, so that it
affects the leachate coming from the sewers.

The turbidity and odour of leachate significantly
deteriorates its quality in the lagoons, with

ecological and economic consequences.1 These
phenomena have a non-negligible impact on the
quality of water used for agriculture. The latter
is highlighted by the non-satisfactory quality

and quantity of the fertilizers, which are carried
by the river. Finally, the increasing demand for
the inland fishery services in the area leads to
the opening of areas used to support the same

kind of exploitation. This phenomenon has a
negative impact on the health of the fish, which
carry a very important public health benefit.2 In

order to improve the quality and quantity of
water resources in the area, Piedmont Region

and the Ministry of Health and Social Assistance
(MISS) have started a project to improve the

quality of the River Magra, which is common for
the province of Piedmont and for the city of
Turin. The project, which was funded by the
European Regional Development Fund, has a

technological part and a social part: the
technological part includes all the studies to
evaluate the current state of the river and to
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identify the main causes of its deterioration and
the appropriate solutions, which can be applied
with small and medium investments. The social

part is concerned with the removal of the
sewage contained in the river, and with the

improvement of the quality and quantity of the
water used for the cultivation of vegetables and
the fishery service.3 The impact on the quality
of the water has been evaluated by means of
physico-chemical analysis, visual assessment

and monitoring of the fish population. In
particular, the most important indicators and
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